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Substance use is a growing concern in the state of Montana, affecting individuals and families 

across the lifespan. This plan outlines strategic actions that our state can take to collectively         

address the issue of substance use from a public health perspective. 

 

Learn More > 

http://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/Documents/AddressingSubstanceUseDisorderInMontana.pdf 
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Prevention 
Evidence for Effectiveness 

 
 
Effective prevention efforts focus on supporting or bolstering protective factors in youth that,     
when present, have been shown to reduce the likelihood of substance use. Known protective     
factors include: 
 
 Strong and positive family ties and social connections 
 Emotional health  
 Self-efficacy (a feeling of control over one’s successes and failures) 
 
A number of environmental level and policy changes have also proven effective at preventing   
substance use. According to the US Surgeon General, evidence-based policies to prevent         
substance use include:  
 
 Raising alcohol prices through leveraging alcohol taxes 
 Limiting where, when and to whom alcohol can be sold  
 Increasing enforcement of existing alcohol-related laws 
 
Montana currently leverages virtually no State general fund or alcohol tax dollars to support      
prevention efforts, other than for monitoring alcohol vendor compliance. Beer in Montana is      
taxed at $0.14 per gallon (#39 of 50 states), compared to states like Georgia, Tennessee, and   
Alabama which have taxes exceeding $1.00 per gallon. 
 
Montana has a number of efforts across State agencies aimed at both primary and secondary    
prevention of substance use. 

 
 
 

Learn More> 
 
https://media.dojmt.gov/wp-content/uploads/Substance-Use-in-Montana-DOJ-FINAL-September-19th.pdf 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Aid MONTANA 

ADDRESSING THE IMPACT OF DRUGS 
A summary of state level initiatives for the Department of Justice 

 
Treatment for Veterans  

Veterans comprise almost 10% of Montana’s population (99,034 total), the highest per capita in the                   

nation.106 Most veterans in the state of Montana are under the age of 55.107 Over twenty-one thousand 

veterans in Montana receive disability compensation (22%) and 50,178 are enrolled in the Veteran’s       

Administration (VA) health system (50%).  

The VA operates 15 clinics across Montana including 11 primary care clinics, 1 healthcare center,                

2 telehealth clinics and 1 VA hospital with an attached ambulatory care clinic. At any of these 15 clinics,   

veterans can receive a Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Assessment from a licensed substance use      

treatment provider, either in person or via telemedicine, to determine the level of treatment they require. 

Once assessed, veterans are referred to a range of residential and outpatient treatment options within     

the VA  system as appropriate.  

At Fort Harrison in Helena, the VA operates a 12-bed residential SUD treatment unit. Veterans can also    

be sent to residential units in Sheridan, Wyoming or Hot Springs, South Dakota as well as to a variety of 

specialized SUD treatment facilities across the country (e.g. facilities specializing in co-occurring personality 

disorders). Those in need of less intensive treatment can access outpatient SUD services which the VA  

operates in Helena, Missoula and Great Falls. All VA treatment services  are built around a collaborative 

treatment planning model and use a team approach to care that takes into consideration the unique needs 

of each veteran, including co-occurring mental health concerns  and histories of trauma. Medication         

Assisted Treatment is also available through the VA system. 

Montana has three Veteran’s Drug Treatment Courts, housed within the Judicial District Courts in            

Missoula, Billings and Great Falls. A fourth Veteran’s Drug Treatment Court is under development in        

Bozeman.  These courts provide support for veterans involved in the justice system for crimes secondary   

to addiction.  Veteran’s Drug treatment courts are unique in that they connect veterans to treatment and 

supportive services such as housing through the VA, but also connect each participant with a mentor in 

their community who is also a veteran. These mentoring relationships can prove vital in supporting            

individuals with SUD as they work through sustained recovery. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACEs - Adverse Childhood Experiences 

Childhood experiences, both positive and negative, have a tremendous impact on future violence            

victimization and perpetration, and lifelong health and opportunity. As such, early experiences are 

an important public health issue. Much of the foundational research in this area has been referred 

to as Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs). 

Adverse Childhood Experiences have been linked to 

 risky health behaviors, 

 chronic health conditions, 

 low life potential, and 

 early death. 

As the number of ACEs increases, so does the risk for these outcomes. 

The wide-ranging health and social consequences of ACEs underscore the importance of               
preventing them before they happen. CDC promotes lifelong health and well-being through       
Essentials for Childhood – Assuring safe, stable, nurturing relationships and environments for    
all children. Essentials for Childhood can have a positive impact on a broad range of health    
problems and on the development of skills that will help children reach their full potential. 

Source:  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/acestudy/about_ace.html 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/childmaltreatment/essentials.html


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Greater Gallatin Homeless Coalition 
 
 
Gallatin Valley is a place that includes pockets of poverty as well as expensive housing,          
farmlands, and ranches owned by individuals who have worked hard to become financially         
independent and successful.  
 
It is also a place where its citizens give generously of their time, energy, and money to those    
who are homeless or at-risk of homelessness. 
 
One of the citizen groups in our valley who are working together to actively prevent and end  
homelessness in is the Greater Gallatin Homeless Coalition (GGHAC). 
 
GGHAC meets monthly at the Salvation Army in Bozeman to provide a forum for community      
cooperation and leadership in an overall effort to address issues surrounding homelessness. 
 
GGHAC also performs an annual Gaps and Needs Assessment to assess unmet needs, affirm  
existing community efforts addressing homelessness and as a platform for planning and             
developing projects. 
 
GGHAC endeavors to build and maintain an inclusive organization with active and engaged      
participants including, but not limited to: nonprofit homeless assistance providers, victim service 
providers, faith-based organizations, governments, businesses, advocates, housing providers, 
mental health agencies, hospitals, universities, affordable housing developers, law enforcement 
and organizations that serve veterans. 
 
Membership is open to any organization or individual committed to ending homelessness and/or 
assisting those at-risk of homelessness.  
 
Intentional efforts are also made by coalition members to recruit homeless and formerly homeless 
individuals to join us in preventing and ending homelessness. 
 
To learn more about GGHAC visit gghacmontana.wordpress.com. 
 
Rick Gale 
Greater Gallatin Homeless Action Coalition 
 


