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National Drug & Alcohol Facts Week links students with scientists and other experts to counteract 

the myths about drugs and alcohol that teens get from the internet, social media, TV, movies,     

music, or from friends. 

It was launched in 2010 by scientists at the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) to stimulate  

educational events in communities so teens can learn what science has taught us about drug use 

and addiction.  

The National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism became a partner starting in 2016, and   

alcohol has been added as a topic area for the week. NIDA and NIAAA are part of the National    

Institutes of Health. 

National Drug & Alcohol Facts Week is an opportunity for teens to SHATTER THE MYTHS about 

drugs and drug use. In community and school events all over America, teens, scientists and other 

experts come together to ask experts questions about how drugs affect the brain, body, and         

behaviors. 

 

Learn More > https://teens.drugabuse.gov/national-drug-alcohol-facts-week/learn-about-national-

drug-alcohol-facts-week 
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Unleashing the Power of Prevention for Reducing Adolescent Substance Abuse  

 
Prevention is a science. The Risk & Protective Factor Model of Prevention is a proven way of reducing    
substance abuse and its related consequences. This model is based on the simple premise that to prevent   
a problem from happening, we need to identify the factors that increase the risk of that problem and then  
find ways to reduce the risks. These factors are in the domains characterized in school, community, family 
and individual/peer group environments. 
 
Edward Sypinski, Prevention Specialist with Alcohol & Drug Services of Gallatin County, will be presenting 
findings from the 2016 Montana Prevention Needs Assessment Survey results for Gallatin County. 
 
ADSGC focuses on three types of Prevention: 
 
1. Individual: arming with appropriate information, individuals will make healthy decisions that will not harm 

them 
2. Community: looking at the community and their belief systems regarding behaviors that will keep kids 

safe and the responsibilities of the community members in caring for our youth. 
3. Environmental: working with local and state officials to create laws to help reduce the harm of substance 

abuse, and increase protective factors for youth and families 
 

With alcohol & substance misuse we can’t just teach our way out it, we can’t treat our way out of it, and we 

can’t enforce our way out of it, alone; but we can prevent our way out of it. 

We are recognizing the need to take a community/environmental approach in our prevention efforts in        

reducing the risks of alcohol and other substance abuses  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Summary 

The 2016 National Drug Threat Assessment is a comprehensive strategic assessment of the threat 

posed to the United States by the trafficking and abuse of illicit and prescription drugs.  

This report combines federal, state, and local law enforcement reporting; public health data; news 

reports; and intelligence from other government agencies to provide a coordinated and balanced 

approach to determining which substances represent the greatest drug threat to the United States.  

Over the past 10 years, the drug landscape in the United States has shifted, with the tripartite opioid 

threat (controlled prescription drugs, fentanyl, and heroin) having risen to epidemic levels, impacting 

significant portions of the United States.  

While the current opioid crisis has deservedly garnered significant attention, the methamphetamine 

threat has remained prevalent; the cocaine threat was in a state of steady decline, but appears to 

be rebounding; and due in part to the national discussion surrounding legalization efforts, the focus 

of marijuana enforcement efforts continues to evolve.  

Drug poisoning is the leading cause of injury death in the United States. Drug poisoning deaths are 

currently at their highest ever recorded level and, every year since 2009, drug poisoning deaths 

have outnumbered deaths by firearms, motor vehicle crashes, suicide, and homicide. In 2014,      

approximately 129 people died every day as a result of drug poisoning. 

Read More > https://www.dea.gov/resource-center/2016%20NDTA%20Summary.pdf 



 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

Research shows that the most effective way to help someone with a substance use problem who 

may be at risk for developing a substance use disorder is to intervene early, before the condition 

can progress.  

With this recognition, screening for substance misuse is increasingly being provided in general 

health care settings, so that emerging problems can be detected and early intervention provided      

if necessary.  

The addition of services to address substance use problems and disorders in mainstream health 

care has extended the continuum of care, and includes a range of effective, evidence-based      

medications, behavioral therapies, and supportive services.  

However, a number of barriers have limited the widespread adoption of these services, including 

lack of resources, insufficient training, and workforce shortages.  This is particularly true for the 

treatment of those with co-occurring substance use and physical or mental disorders. 

Chapter 4 in FACING ADDICTION IN AMERICA provides an overview of the scientific evidence 

supporting the effectiveness of treatment interventions, therapies, services, and medications     

available to identify, treat, and manage substance use problems and disorders. 

 

Read More > https://addiction.surgeongeneral.gov/chapter-4-treatment.pdf 

 

CHAPTER 4 

EARLY INTERVENTION, TREATMENT, AND      

MANAGEMENT OF SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS 

The good news is that a spectrum of effective          

strategies and services are available to identify,      

treat, and manage substance use problems and      

substance use disorders. 

 

 


