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Responding to addiction crisis is a shared responsibility 

Most of us know someone with a substance use disorder, and many know someone                 
who has lost or nearly lost a family member as a consequence of substance misuse.                    

Yet, at the same time, few other medical conditions are surrounded by as much shame              
and misunderstanding as substance use disorders.  

During the past year, the Community-Coalition On Drug Awareness has partnered with                            
community coalitions and organizations to promote current and relevant drug information at      
community events to youth, parents, and educators, throughout Gallatin County to increase      
their awareness about the dangers associated with using drugs.  

In Gallatin County, Alcohol & Drug Services of Gallatin County, Bozeman Health, Community 
Medical Services, Gallatin County DUI Task Force, Healthy Gallatin, Montana Elks Drug      
Awareness Program, MSU Substance Abuse Free Environment Coalition, and Youth Dynamics  
are working to change community-level risk and protective factors and achieve community wide 
reductions in substance use by planning and implementing one or more prevention strategies in 
multiple sectors simultaneously, with the goal of reaching as many members of the community    
as possible with accurate, consistent messages.  

The abuse of drugs is not a harmless personal decision: there are real, long-lasting, and           
devastating outcomes for those who abuse drugs and for their families, friends, and                  
communities.  And for some, the outcome may be lethal.  

Protecting our children from harmful drugs and addiction that can be unrelenting is a shared       
responsibility that requires community-based prevention programs and effective enforcement. 
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Big Blue Sky Initiative 

Opioid Abuse...Suicide Prevention...Healthy Living 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Montana are launching a statewide Big Blue Sky Initiative              
to help fight opioid abuse, rising suicide rates and meth and heroin epidemics.  

They will be working with local, state and federal lawmakers to put pressure on those who         
distribute opioids illegally and we’re finding ways to help generate more resources for those     
who are battling this epidemic on the front lines.  

 

Prevent an Opioid Overdose 

The following tips can help you or a loved one avoid opioid overdose: 

 Take medicine as prescribed by your doctor 

 Do not take more medication or take it more often than instructed 

 Never mix pain medicines with alcohol, sleeping pills, or illicit substances 

 Store medicine safely where children or pets can’t reach it 

 Dispose of unused medication promptly and in safe medication depositories. 

 

Learn More > https://bigblueskyinitiativemt.com/ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feds say heroin, fentanyl remain biggest drug threat to US  

Drug overdose deaths hit the highest level ever recorded in the United States last year, with an estimated 
200 people dying per day, according to a report by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration. Most of that 
was the result of a record number of opioid-related deaths. 

Preliminary figures show more than 72,000 people died in 2017 from drug overdoses across the country. 
About a week ago, U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar said overdose deaths, while still 
slowly rising, were beginning to level off, citing figures from late last year and early this year.   

The DEA’s National Drug Threat Assessment, shows that heroin, fentanyl and other opioids continue to     
be the highest drug threat in the nation. But federal officials are concerned that methamphetamine and     
cocaine are being seen at much higher levels in areas that haven’t historically been hotspots for those 
drugs.  

The DEA is also worried that people are exploiting marijuana legalization to traffic cannabis into the illicit 
market or to states that don’t have medicinal or recreational-use marijuana laws, according to the report. 

The preliminary data also showed 49,060 people died from opioid-related overdose deaths, a rise from the 
reported 42,249 opioid overdose deaths in 2016. 

Most of the heroin sold in the U.S. is being trafficked from Mexico, and U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
officers seize the most amount of heroin along the Mexico border, near San Diego, California, the report 
said.  

Fentanyl and other related opioids, which tend to be cheaper and much more potent than heroin, remain   
one of the biggest concerns for federal drug agents.  

The DEA has said China is a main source of fentanyl and other synthetic opioids that have been flooding  
the U.S. market.  

Source > AP NEWS                                                                                                                               
By Michael Balsamo 
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It's the most wonderful time of the year - until you get a DUI 

Patrols are increased and law enforcement is actively looking for impaired drivers, especially 

around the holidays. Plan to drive sober or get pulled over. 

Consider the legal and financial costs of a DUI. You not only face jail time, the loss of your driver's 

license, higher insurance rates, and dozens of other unanticipated expenses ranging from attorney 

fees, court costs, car towing and repairs, and lost wages due to time off from work - there's also  

the added humiliation and consequences of telling family, friends, and employers of your arrest. 

 

Plan a sober ride home for the holidays 

 You can enjoy a safe and festive holiday without jeopardizing your life and the lives of others. 

 Plan a safe ride home before the festivities begin. 

 Before drinking, please designate a sober driver and give that person your keys. 

 If you're impaired, use a taxi, call or text a sober friend or family member, or use public        

transportation so you are sure to get home safely. 

 Many communities have programs to get a sober ride - Use them! 

 If you happen to see a drunk driver on the road, don't hesitate to contact your local law            

enforcement. 

 

Learn More >  

 

https://www.mdt.mt.gov/visionzero/plans/impaired.shtml 


