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CONSEQUENCES OF USING DRUGS & DRUG ABUSE 

You hear all sorts of warnings about what illegal drugs and the misuse of legal drugs can do to you.  You 
might think, “It could happen to others, but it won’t happen to me.”  But using drugs can affect your health, 
your family, social relationships, school performance, and your future.  

Sometimes just being around people who use them can have legal, health, social, and financial               
consequences. Think about it: What can happen when you get in a car with a driver who is high?           
What can happen when you get pulled over with drugs or paraphernalia in your car? 

And what can happen if you make the decision to use drugs? The first time it’s a choice. After that, it       
may not be. And sometimes it’s hard to know the consequences of your choice — until it’s too late. 

When it comes to drugs and drug abuse, there are many realities and consequences to consider.  

 People who use drugs don’t see the damage and hurt they’re causing others. The whole family              
is affected. It hurts the family dynamics and disrupts the stability of the household. 

 When you use drugs, you put yourself at risk of becoming addicted.  Although people of any age can 
become addicted to drugs, the earlier drug use begins, the more likely it is to progress to addiction. 

 Testing positive for drugs can have many bad consequences. You can be suspended from your sports 
team, lose the chance to participate in other extracurricular activities, be fired from a job, or not be hired 
for a job you really want.  

 Intentional or accidental overdoses can occur when you or your friend takes too much of a drug—even 
if it's the first time taking the drug, and whether the drug is illicit, prescription, or over the counter. And   
if an overdose happens to your friend, you have to think twice about your responsibilities.  

 

LEARN MORE > GET THE FACTS ABOUT DRUGS...JUST THINK TWICE 

https://www.justthinktwice.gov/consequences/glance-consequences-using-drugs 
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Teen Dating Violence and Drug Use 

How much do you know about your teen’s relationship with his or her partner?   

While the majority of teen relationships are fairly normal, teen dating violence is probably more 
common than you think. 

According to LoveIsRespect.org, one third of U.S. adolescents are victims of physical, sexual, 
emotional   or verbal abuse from someone they are dating. And almost 1.5 million high schoolers 
deal with physical abuse from a dating partner in a single year. 

And when you add drugs to the equation it only makes things worse. 

Drug use can drastically change a person’s behavior, and as a consequence, have a negative   
impact on close relationships. 

In fact, a recent study made the connection between teen dating violence and the misuse            
of prescription drugs. Researchers found that among young males, non-medical use of            
prescription drugs was connected to dating violence. And among the females, the non-medical 
use of  prescription drugs was connected more often with the physical form of dating violence. 

What about other drugs? Well cocaine, for example, can cause its users to be aggressive and 
paranoid; two traits that are likely to contribute to a hostile, abusive relationship. 

Educating yourself on teen dating violence and abuse (learning the signs, prevention measures, 
and its causes) can help you start a conversation with your young loved one early on before he   
or she starts to date. 

 

Learn More > GET SMART ABOUT DRUGS 

https://www.getsmartaboutdrugs.gov/family/teen-dating-violence-and-drug-use 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

States with legal marijuana see rise in car crashes, studies find 

Car crashes were up as much as 6 percent in states where the recreational use of marijuana has 
been legalized. 

According to research from the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety and the Highway Loss    
Data Institute, the frequency of collision claims filed to insurers were higher in four states where 
marijuana is legal: Colorado, Nevada, Oregon and Washington. 

The Highway Loss Data Institute study focused on collision claims between 2012 and October 
2017, and compared against four control states where marijuana remains illegal: Idaho, Montana, 
Utah and Wyoming. 

A separate study conducted by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety focused on                 
police-reported crashes before and after retail marijuana was allowed found Colorado, Oregon 
and Washington saw a 5.2 percent increase in the rate of crashes per million vehicle registrations, 
compared with neighboring states. 

"States exploring legalizing marijuana should consider this effect on highway safety," said David 
Harkey, president of the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety and Highway Loss Data Institute, 
in a statement. 

The institute acknowledges determining whether someone is impaired by marijuana use in the 
case of a car accident is difficult. The institute said the presence of THC, the key component in 
marijuana, in a person's system does not necessarily mean they were impaired during activities 
like driving. Also, more drivers are tested for alcohol after crashes. 

"Despite the difficulty of isolating the specific effects of marijuana impairment on crash risk, the 
evidence is growing that legalizing its use increases crashes," said Harkey  

Source: USA TODAY 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 

Bozeman Elks Lodge #463 

Drug Awareness Program 

 

Every year, the Elks Drug Awareness Program hands out more than seven million pieces of       

anti-drug literature to parents, teachers and kids.  

The brochures are primarily distributed through the program’s 90 drug education trailers, which 

travel to community gatherings, such as fairs and sporting events.  

The Elks have also teamed with Marvel Comic Books to produce a book featuring Marvel              

superheroes and Elroy the Elk in a battle against underage drinking.  

Other educational materials offered by the program include prevention tools for parents, videos, 

coloring books, posters and public service announcements. 

From a young age, the Drug Awareness Program asks kids to think about what it means to be  

drug free. Through the program’s annual essay and poster contest s, kids can express their       

feelings on rejecting peer pressure.  

At events, including Red Ribbon Week Ceremonies, Elks and their friends serve as role models 

who show kids that living drug free is the way to be.  

To learn more about the Elks National Drug Awareness Program visit: 

http://mtelksdap.org/home 

 

 


